History of Arbor Day

Arbor Day is a special day set aside to celebrate the beauty of trees and their importance to our environment. Arbor Day literally means “tree” day.
Arbor Day is celebrated nationally, and in every state, by planting trees.

Nebraska City, Nebraska, is the birthplace of the Arbor Day holiday in America.
Julius Sterling Morton is recognized as the “Father of Arbor Day.”

Julius Sterling Morton
J. Sterling Morton was a journalist who settled on 160 treeless acres in the territory of Nebraska. Morton had a passion for trees and planted thousands of trees on his land. These included an apple orchard, peach, plum & pear trees, plus cottonwoods, evergreens, beeches, and more.

Morton encouraged other Nebraskans to plant trees for food, fuel, building material, wind breaks, and shade.
As editor of the Nebraska City News, he filled his newspaper with agricultural advice, urging readers to plant trees and try new crops. 
While serving as secretary of state and acting governor of the Nebraska Territory (1858-1861), Morton gave speeches about the value and ecological importance of trees to Nebraska.
He took every opportunity to encourage groups and individuals to plant trees.

Later, Morton served on the Nebraska State Board of Agriculture. In January of 1872, at a meeting of the Board, Morton proposed a tree planting holiday to be called “Arbor Day” to encourage all Nebraskans to plant trees.

[bookmark: _Hlk150431003]The First Arbor Day
The first Arbor Day celebration in the U.S. took place in Nebraska City, Nebraska on April 10, 1872. More than one million trees were planted.

Nebraska Arbor Day
Arbor Day was proclaimed by Nebraska’s Governor in 1874 and became a state holiday in 1985.
April 22nd, J. Sterling Morton’s birthday, was selected as the date for its annual observance.

Other State Arbor Days
The idea spread. Other states proclaimed their own Arbor Day.
By 1920, more than 45 states and territories were celebrating Arbor Day. 
Today Arbor Day is celebrated in all 50 states.
Most states celebrate Arbor Day in April. However, far northern states celebrate in May and southern states often celebrate earlier, reflecting the best times to plant trees in different states.

Florida Arbor Day
Florida Arbor Day began in 1886, making it one of the first Arbor Day holidays in the nation.
Officially, Florida Arbor Day is the 3rd Friday in January.

National Arbor Day
In 1970, President Richard Nixon declared National Arbor Day a federal holiday, in keeping with other environmental initiatives such as the Clean Air Act, the Clean Water Act, the Endangered Species Act, and the creation of the Environmental Protection Agency.
National Arbor Day is celebrated on the last Friday in April.

A Global Celebration
Today Arbor Day is celebrated around the world. 
Australia, China, Egypt, Germany, Israel, New Zealand, Philippines, South Africa, Spain, United Kingdom, Venezuela, and many other nations celebrate Arbor Day.
Communities around the globe gather to celebrate trees and plant for a greener tomorrow.

A Forwarding Looking Holiday
Arbor Day is marked by planting trees and encourages their care to protect our environment. 
While most holidays celebrate a past event worth remembering, Arbor Day shows hope for the future. Planting a tree envisions the tree growing to provide cooling shade, habitat for wildlife, clean air and water, healthier communities, and natural beauty — all for a better tomorrow.
Morton himself said: “Other holidays repose upon the past; Arbor Day proposes for the future.”
